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Seniors 
Take Notice
T he F ir s t  Pay  
nient on Year 
Hook is Due 
Now!!
JANUARY
CH RISTM A S PLA Y  A SUC­
CESS
“The B ird ’s  Christm as Carol”  w as j 
one of th e  best Christm as plays ever
presented in  DunbaY,” w as the com- i 
m ent of Miss M. P. B urrill, teacher j 
of dram atics in the D unbar High 
School, when asked her opinion of 
the play presented by the P layers’ 
Guild on Tuesday, December 22, 11*25. ■
“The acting of the different p a rts  , 
by certain  students w as simply splen­
did," Miss B urrill continued, “and the 
natu ra lness and ease w ith  which they | 
carried  cu t th e ir  p articu la r parts  
showed g rea t improvement over plays 
presented in recent years."
Miss B urrill especially commended 
M aud Davis who played the role of 
M rs. Buggies with a naturalness 
which showed not only her acting 
ability  b u t a r tis try  as well.
Brown, who very  skillful! 
ed the p a r t  of Carol, a 
very favorable mention.
F rederick Philips, to  whon 
assigned the role of Uncle Jac; 
complimented fo r his excellen 
tray a l of the character. The 
and naturalness w ith  which he enter- 
ed into the sp ir it of his role was j 
apparent.
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CORTEZ P 2T E R S
A LPH A  K A PPA  A LPH A  SO- 
KOKl'TV PKESEXSTS DR.
, A. J . COOPEK
SEN IO R STUDENTS
G IV EN  PA SSES
STU D EN TS OF DUNBAR 
R E N D E R  A ID  TO POOR 
A T  CHRISTM AS
DUNBAR ALUM NUS IS MADE 
DEM ON STR A TOR FO R 
T H E  UNDERW OOD 
T Y PE W R IT E R  CO.
A large and appreciative audience 
gathered a t the R ankin Chapel, How­
a rd  U niversity  on Tuesday evening, 
December 29, 1925, in response to  an 
invitation lrom  the A lpha Kappa A l­
pha Sorority, to  witness tne presenta­
tion oi D r. A nna Ju .ia  Cooper, re­
cent g raduate  oi the Sorbonne, Bar­
is, France.
The audience rose and accorded 
Dr. Cooper most hearty  applause as 
she, accompanied by Basileus H arrie t 
B, Allen, M rs. Coralie FraiiKiin 
Cook, ana others mounted tne p la t­
form.
The first speaker of the evening 
was Basneus A . B. A lien, who a f te r  
giving a  snort sketch of her edu­
cational activities an a  achievements, 
presented Hr. A nna j . Cooper to tne 
audience. In  lier response, H r. Coop­
e r  said tha t w hatever sue had 
achicveu had been inspired by tne 
hope tn a t  she wou.d sc im u a te  the 
youth to  loiiow her example. “ I 
lake a t your hands, therefore, this 
diploma, not as a symbol cf cold in­
tellectual success in my achievement 
a t  the Sobornne, bu t w ith the warm 
pulsing heart throbs of a people’s sa t­
isfaction in  my humble efforts to 
serve them,”  w ere H r. C oopers clcs-
The senior students who report t
sp irit of charity  is more prevalent, 1 M r. Cortez X. P eters, am ateur I
than a t  any other time of the vear. I hamoion ty p is t of the world and a I o .ouu ig  .ei a i t u s s , a  xv presen-
have been given a  pass by M r. W 
L. Smith, principal of the Dunbar 
High School, which perm its them to 
en te r th e ir  locker a t any tim ? during 
the first and second periods.
On Tuesday, December fifteenth,
d *nts of 
ried over
1 J L
unbar tower* d 
plan which would
J  A H >« •ca r-1 v * Practice < « 
make | School, has recently accepted an  «f- 
it possible fo r  some unfortunate  c h il- ! fe r  as expert dem onstrator fo r the 
I dren to  have a real Christm as. T he ' Underwcod Typew riting company at
day befere the holiday, a  large tree  
a  was beautifully  decorated by mem-
an
•ed
small slip of paper aw aited each bers of the school. Every student ; p 
member of the sections th a t reported 1 was given his chance to  play the p a rt [ *
a t interm ission. A fte r they were dis­
tribu ted  among the members of the 
various sections, each teacher ex­
plained tha t these were passes is­
sued by M r. Smith, perm itting the 
bearer to en ter the lecker a t  any time 
during  the first and second periods. 
They also explained th a t  if  they were 
lost it would be “Ju s t too bad,*’ a* 
no more would be given them.
initial sa la ry  of twenty-one hun- 
doiiars per year. This more 
rm anent emolument w as prece<led 
an aw ard of one hundred dollars 
good Sam aritan , by contributing from th is  company.
M r. Peters will journey to
degree of Doctor of Philosophy
of a
some token tow ard the C hristm as tree 
for the children. There were a  large 
number of toys, books, fru its , and 
simple garm ents given by the s tu ­
dent body.
On C hristm as m orning, the
irom
the Sorbonne U niversity  ol P a ris  up­
on Dr. Cooper. The audience again 
rose and vigorously applauded.
The nex t address was made by Dr. 
Alain Leroy Locke. D r. Locke form ­
ally expressed his opinion th a t Dr. 
Cooper’s achievement will have a 
New I beneficial effect upon the youth of the
up-
will
the
chil-
f  ■
dren "were invited to  attend the 
ty  of Santa Claus. W hen the
dren arrived , they were entertained j friend. Mr. Peters 
by S an ta  w ith games and songs. Af- first honors
MR. LANGSTON H U G H ES TO 
A P P E A R JA N U ARY 15
M r. Langston Hughes, the young 
N egro poet of high rank, will render 
a reading from his noted poems a t 
the Playhouse, Ja n u a ry  35, a t 8:30 
o’clock. H is appearance will be un ­
der the auspices of th e  P lay w rit­
e r ’s  Circle and promises to  be a b ril­
lian t success. The first group o f' 
poems which he will read are  under 
the head of “Poems of Experience," 
and the second group of p erns will 
be* composed of “Poems of Negro 
L ife." Dr. Alain Leroy Locke wiU 
preside.
M r. Hughes is praised throughout 
the country as a poet informed with 
“a sen titiv ity  and a  nostalgia for 
beauty, color and warm th.
Very recently several o f Mr. 
H ughes’ poems were included in a 
program  given by Vachel L indsay at 
the W ardm an P ark  L ittle  Theatre, 
W ashintgon. “The W eary Blues,” 
M r. Hughes’ first book of poems will 
be published by Knopf, Ja n u a ry  20, 
3926. The title  poem c f  his book, 
won first prize in  a  contest held by
O pportunity in 1924.
th is program , the childrente r
presented 
from  the tree.
were
with some tokens and f r u i t .
York early  in February  to  en ter 
on his new duties. H is werk 
practically  carry  him all over 
United S tates and Canada.
Due to  his own intensive tra in ing  
par- land  the coaching of M r. J .  C. W right, 
chi!-j Mis form er instructor and a  personal
was
in the w orld am ateur 
typew riting  contest w ith a  speed of 
119 words per minute, and only 20 
mistakes in the ha lf hour o f writing.
J  .CARTER.
J )
SECOND A N N U A L CONVEN­
TION
M arch 12-13, 1926, in the 
of New York
City
BU RN S DROVE FA T A L  TO 
DUNBAR STU D EN T
i
The sec end annual convention of 
the Columbia Scholastic Press Asso­
ciation will be held a t Columbia Uni­
versity, in  the City of New York, on she 
March 12-13, 1926. The contest to 
ho held a t the same time will be con­
ducted under the rules sim ilar to 
those of last year, bu t changes have 
been made in the classification c f  the 
magazines, and newspapers.
The Observer was represented last 
year a t  the convention, and we hope 
th a t i t  will be entered in (  lass A 
publications with as high esteem as 
th a t of la s t year.-----o
A s a resu lt of burns sustained when 
ter clothing caught fire on Thurs­
day. December 31, 1925, Doris E p­
person, fifteen, died a t  her home, 3503 
F ifth  Street.
was carried  to  Freedm en’s 
Hospital bu t efforts to  save her prov­
ed fu tile . She w as re tu rned  to  her 
home where she died F riday , Ja n u ­
ary  1, 1926.
Miss Epperson was a  member of 
Section G -l. H er subject teachers and 
Dr. N . F . Brown, her section teacher, 
ten t flowers.
The buria l took place a t Norfolk, 
V irginia, h e r form er home.
race.
“The achievements c f  women" was 
the title  ci an address by M rs. Cora- 
iie F rank lin  Cook. M rs. Cook review­
ed the achievements of women from 
Bible times up to the present. She 
paid a  high tribute to  Di. Cooper as
U  C\  I ^ I O V I I O I  M
able to  take an ex-principal c f  the M S tree t High
School.
The music cf the evening was fu r­
nished by Sorer Mayme A. I t  olden 
of New York, Professor Wesley 
Howard of Howard U niversity, and 
the A lpha -K appa A lpha Glee Club.
D r. Cooper is the firs t woman of 
W ashington to  receive the degree 
of Doctor c f  Philosophy from  the 
Sorbonne of P aris , F rance.
Officials c f  the public schools of 
W ashington a s  well a s  of Howard 
U niversity  were am ong those gath ­
ered to  pay homage to  D r. Cooper.
CATHOLIC FA T H E R  W ILL 
V IS IT  DUNBAR
Section A -l H istory class will be 
addressed by F a th e r Tonquc* Thurs­
day, Ja n u a ry  34, during  the fourth 
period on the in teresting  subject, 
“ Scientific m ethods before  Civiliza 
ticn .”
N E W  T R A F F IC  SIGNS
D uring the holidays iieavy white 
lines were placed in the D unbar High 
School halis, by order of M r. Smith, 
the principal, in  order th a t  jay ­
walking m ight be prevented in the 
building.
The purpose o f the white lines is 
three-fold. They serve a s  a  visual 
rem inder, a s  an economizer, and a 
hab it form er. W ith th e  aid of these 
lines th e  traffic directors will he able 
to  avoid congestion in  the halls.
MY. H enry G ran t is head o f the 
traffic departm ent. H e has as his 
assistan ts th e  members of the RoxThe class is looking forw ard  to  
th is address w ith keen anticipation.Club, an organization o f senior boys.
